
Kentucky Arts Council Board Meeting 
Hunt Room at Star Hill Provisions-Maker’s Mark Distillery 

3350 Burks Spring Rd. 
Loretto, Kentucky 

November 22, 2019 
Attendance  

Present: Mary Michael Corbett, Everett McCorvey, Paul Fourshee, Lindsey Jaeger, Luanne Mattingly, 
Nathan Mick, Angela Rice, Andee Rudloff, Janell Samuels, Janice Turpin 

Absent: Doug Adams, Jean Dorton, Dior Cotton, Sallie Lanham, Elizabeth Griffith 

Staff: Emily Moses, Sandie Lawrence, Chris Cathers 

Guests: None 

Meeting called to order at 10 a.m.  

Board Chair Comments: Mary Michael Corbett thanked the board for attending today’s meeting. She 
thanked Janell Samuels and Rob Samuels for showing board members a wonderful time at Maker’s 
Mark. She thanked Rob for the tour and discussion of the Stephen Rolfe Powell exhibit and the Chihuly 
art collection. She thanked Chef Newman Miller for the wonderful dinner. She was very impressed with 
the commitment of Rob Samuels to public art and the various examples of artwork on the property and 
the stories behind it. 

Deputy Secretary’s Report: Mary Michael Corbett said both TAH Dep. Sec. Stivers and Cabinet Sec. Don 
Parkinson regret being unable to attend the meeting but are working on several transition activities for 
the new administration. She said Secretary Parkinson wanted to thank Chris and the arts council staff for 
their wonderful work in the arts for the Commonwealth and to commend the board for their excellent 
work. Chris also thanked Sec. Parkinson and Deputy Sec. Stivers for their commitment to the arts council 
and their support of the arts in Kentucky. 

Approval of Minutes of the September 2019 Meeting: Paul Fourshee made a motion to approve. 
Seconded by Andee Rudloff. All board members approved. 

Presentations 

Janell Samuels, KAC Board Member welcomed the board to Maker’s Mark Distillery. She spoke about 
the contributions of the bourbon industry to the arts and pointed out the number of public art pieces on 
the property at Maker’s Mark. She discussed Stephen Rolfe Powell and his interaction in setting up the 
exhibit of his work on the property. Chris mentioned that Chad Balster and Tracey Pennington, both 
Kentucky Crafted artists, had expressed their thanks to Maker’s Mark for being a part of the public 
exhibit and Chad said his relationship with them has been a lot of fun and very important to his career. 
Tracey has really enjoyed the interaction with the property and the whole process of being a part of the 
artwork on the grounds. 

Executive Director Report: Chris mentioned that Tammie Williams resigned her position as grants 
manager. Her last day was Nov. 15. Her position is posted on the personnel website. She went to a 
position with Fayette County Board of Education. Chris said he appreciated all of her work for the 
Kentucky Arts Council. General registration ends Dec. 2 for The Kentucky Crafted Market at the Kentucky 



Horse Park March 13-15, 2020. We expect artist attendance to be higher this year for the show. The 
Kentucky Crafted Juried Panel convened in Frankfort Sept. 18. Nineteen new artists juried into the 
program. We held their orientation on Oct. 18. Great new artists in this group. Question from Paul 
Fourshee: How does the KAC get these new artists in the program, do the artists come to us or do we go 
after the artists? Dave Blevins spends a lot of time going to art shows and art fairs. He also works with 
the Kentucky Artisan Center to jury in new artists. As he learns about new artists, he communicates with 
them about the Kentucky Crafted program and its benefits. In addition, the artists in our program are 
some of the best ambassadors for endorsing the Kentucky Crafted brand and assist in teaching fellow 
artists about it. We will answer questions and help artists learn about the different services of the 
council. Paul asked: What would you attribute the increase in new artists applying to the KC program? 
Artists in the program have been very helpful in identifying other quality artists whose work is at the 
competitive quality to be juried. When artists go to other states, the KC brand is recognized as high 
standard and Kentucky has a strong reputation of being supportive of their artists. We have established 
great working relationships with other state programs. Word of mouth has been very helpful. Janice 
Turpin asks: What is the time frame for an artist who applies to receive a letter of acceptance? Once the 
application deadline closes, there is a three- to four-week technical review of all submitted applications, 
making sure they turned in all the paperwork and images for the application. They have to bring physical 
artwork to a space where our jury review will take place. We use the extension office in Frankfort. 
Artists bring artwork there to be juried and the process take a day to set up, a day to jury and a day to 
take back down and artists can come back to pick up artwork. Paul asked: Once a person is juried in, are 
they just in, or is there a re-ap? Chris said applications are submitted for each medium an artist wants to 
be accepted for. Every year we ask artists to complete a contact update report including three places 
that carry their work. They must be actively selling their artwork somewhere to maintain an active 
status. They can request an inactive status if they are not selling currently.  
 
The NASAA Leadership Institute Conference was held Sept. 18-20, Providence, Rhode Island. Chris had 
the opportunity to meet with other state arts councils and attend leadership workshops for ED’s. He also 
had the opportunity to meet the new NEA Chair Mary Anne Carter, who said she had already heard 
many great things about Kentucky and looks forward to working together. She specifically mentioned 
the work focused on opioid addiction in Kentucky. Executive Staff Advisor Emily Moses and Chris had an 
opportunity to speak with NEA staff at a recent meeting to talk more about this work. Chris has been 
confirmed on the NASAA board for the nominating committee. 
 
Tamara Coffey participated in the Performing Arts Exchange in Orlando, Florida, Sept. 23-25, 
representing KAC and the performing artists directory. South Arts has made the decision to discontinue 
the Performing Arts Exchange because of lack of attendance from venues and artists. Everett McCorvey 
said this will have a big impact on performing artists. Paul asks: What bearing does this cancellation have 
on performers in the South? Chris says it forces venues to go to other places to contract programming. It 
also forces the presenters to go into other markets for business. It forces the artists and representation 
to go out on their behalf to other markets. Smaller performance acts do not have the budget to do this 
and it creates a problem. Chris spoke about the Presenters Network of venues who work together to 
plan block booking that is cost effective for programming performances. Everett would like to see 
Kentucky revive their presenter’s network. Chris said we will continue to work towards reviving the 
network for Kentucky. Angela Rice says she strongly supports this idea too. Luanne Mattingly said the 
performing arts directory has been very helpful. Paul asks: Is there some way we can offer a version of 
the performing arts exchange for our venues? Chris says we have offered Kentucky on Stage as a 
programming opportunity for venues to come and watch a number of acts perform over one day. Paul 
asks, could we converge the venues for a roundtable discussion about what they really need? Chris said 



that is what the KY Presenters Network would do. Everett says there is a larger circle of performance 
venues, often smaller who could contribute to this discussion. Paul asks: Is it a struggle for Kentucky 
venues to find acts to program? Chris says it is always a struggle to find new and creative programming, 
but they are not looking to KAC to fix this. They are reaching beyond KY to find more acts. South Arts 
held their board meeting October 3-4, Oxford, Mississippi. We are still accepting applications for 
Southern Prize until December 3. The South Arts State Fellowship is a state-specific prize awarded to the 
artists whose work reflects the best of the visual arts in the South. A national jury will select one winner 
per eligible state, for a group of nine State Fellows, based on artistic excellence that reflects and 
represents the diversity of the region. Each of the nine State Fellowship winners will be awarded a 
$5,000 South Arts State Fellowship and will compete for one of the two South Arts Prizes. State 
Fellowship recipients will be required to attend the awards ceremony May 2020 in Columbus, Georgia. 
Tom Musgrave spoke at the Governors’ Minority Management program on Oct. 16., and the KAGC 
conference on Oct. 18. Emily Moses participated in a roundtable discussion about Women in the Arts at 
the Women in Business Symposium Oct. 18 in Lexington. Dave Blevins held the Kentucky Crafted 
orientation in Frankfort on Oct. 18. The Makings of a Master exhibit traveled to Paducah to City Hall.  
 
KAC partnered with Department for Fish and Wildlife to put on an exhibit of artist-in-residence staffer, 
Rick Hill in the Capitol Rotunda in November. Very excited about this partnership. We held a reception 
Nov. 19 at the rotunda. Mitzi Sinnott, a member of the arts council’s Performing Artists Directory, will 
kick off the Kentucky Creative Industry Summit in December leading a discussion on race, equity, access, 
diversity and inclusion. Later in the day, Kurt Gohde and Kremena Todorova will talk about their 
“Unlearn Fear + Hate” public art initiative, which has gone international; and Marjorie Guyon and Patrick 
Mitchell will share the story of “I Was Here,” a visual storytelling initiative that sheds a light on 
Lexington’s Cheapside neighborhood, once one of the largest slave auction spaces in the country. In 
addition to workshops on race, equity, access, diversity and inclusion, the summit will feature sessions 
on pricing artwork, marketing, arts advocacy, finances, folk and traditional arts and other topics of 
interest to individual artists, arts organizations and community arts stakeholders.  
 
KAC has moved offices. We are now located at 500 Mero Street, 5th Floor. Upcoming Podcast Episodes: 
F& W artist, Rick Hill, Creative Industry Summit, Buying Local for the Holidays. December marks the one-
year anniversary of our podcasts. 17 have been recorded. 
 

Staff Reports  

Emily Moses: Emily gives a report on the upcoming Creative Industry Summit held in Mt. Sterling. 
December 6 is the date and registration has been fantastic. The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation is 
supporting our conference and has pledged to continue its support of our artists. Over seventy people 
have already registered. Thanks to board members who have registered already. Topics will cover race, 
equity, access, diversity and inclusion. There will be an advocacy workshop there too. Mitzi Sinnott will 
be our plenary speaker. A number of great speakers will be there. Please come for all or any part of the 
summit. Chris recognized Emily for her work to bring the summit and the relationship with the Emily Hall 
Tremaine Foundation to fruition. Andee Rudloff asks if there is any way to do video documentation of 
speakers at summit. Emily answers we only have the capabilities to record audio. Video would require 
capabilities outside of our ability and is beyond our budget and staffing capabilities at this time. 

Sandie Lawrence: Sandie gave a communication report for the agency including statistics. She 
mentioned one of the upcoming podcasts for the holidays is with Todd Finley of the Artisan Center and 



Chris discussing Kentucky Art for the holidays. We are coming up on the one-year anniversary of our 
podcasts. We have recorded 17 podcasts. She in in the process of updating all of the directory pages and 
including more artist action shots, in the classroom, showing their art. She is trying to make it more 
engaging to interact with our website. Our directory will be able to upload a lot faster than before. 
Andee Rudloff asks if there are video capabilities on the web site? Sandie mentions that we can link to 
artist videos.  

Board discussion – Nominating committee: There were four reappointments to the board. Mary 
Michael Corbett, Jean Dorton, Janice Turpen and Nathan Mick. The KAC has created a one-page sheet 
for board members to use in discussion with legislators. Remember if you talk to legislators to remind 
them to restore funding. Talk about the great work of the arts council. Nathan Mick asks, what advocacy 
steps can the KAC take? Chris responds that staff cannot advocate to legislators, but we can educate. 
You can ask us for information about the work of the arts council and we do provide information on our 
website. As a staff, we can give you tools to aid in your discussion with legislators. There is an 
organization called Kentuckians for the Arts that is an advocacy group. Grow KY Arts is also a social 
media page hosted by Andee Rudloff. Angela Rice asks if there is anything, the board can do to influence 
arts education in the schools? Chris responds that you can talk to legislators. Also, the grantees are 
required to send a letter to their legislator about a grant award they receive from KAC. We also have 
Arts Day in Kentucky where we invite arts groups and legislators to come together to celebrate the arts. 
Everett attended a concert in Paris as part of an exchange program. Celebration of Song will be at 
Victorian Square Dec. 15, Messiah singing at Lincoln Center on Dec. 20. Everett, along with Vice Mayor 
Steve Kay of Lexington met with Fayette Co. Superintendent Manny Caulk to have a discussion on how 
to help schools with the hiring of art teachers. Angela conducted a performance of her ensemble piece 
with a ballet group. Paul said there is a 200-year retrospect of art from Trigg County being planned for 
the museum. He is working on a new book about a famous opera singer from Trigg County. Lindsey 
completed a show at Janice Mason museum and then had a solo exhibit at SkyPac. Andee just got back 
from Germany and a sister city residency, is working on exhibits for SkyPac and producing scholastic 
writers’ competition. She said the Bowling Green idea festival is going to happen next year. Nathan said 
Sunday Dec. 1, the Lexington Chamber Chorale will be having a concert. Janell said she and her husband 
traveled to France and bought some original works. Looking into cities that have successful reading 
programs using events like The Big Read to do more in smaller communities. The Nature and Water 
Preserve is a partnership with UK on the wheat and grasses on the property and the spring fed waters 
used by Maker’s Mark. There are tours going on today of the property and the artwork. Luanne 
mentioned an idea about arts tours as a travel promotion tool. Mary Michael talked about experiential 
tours like bourbon distilleries and horse farms but using the arts. Janice mentioned a concert for an 
endowment for the Lake Cumberland Performing Arts will be on Dec. 6. All board members and staff are 
invited. 

Consent Agenda: Teaching Art Together Grants approved. Motion made by Luanne Mattingly, second by 
Janice Turpin. All approved.  

Meeting adjourned 12:10 p.m. 
 


