
Kentucky Arts Council  
Board Meeting via Zoom 
November 20, 2020  
10 a.m. 
 
Board Members: Mary Michael Corbett, Jean Dorton, Randall Vaughn, Andee Rudloff, Nathan 
Mick, Dior Cotton, Paul Fourshee, Everett McCovery, Doug Adams, Sallie Lanham 
 
Staff: Chris Cathers, Emily Moses, Tom Musgrave, Dave Blevins, Eric Shelton, Samuel Lockridge, 
Jessica Taylor, Sandie Lawrence, Holly Likes, Tamara Coffey, Mark Brown  
 
Meeting begins 10:02 a.m. 
 
Mary Michael Corbett: Gov. Andy Beshear has appointed two new board members, Randall 
Vaughn and Josephine Richardson. Both have served on this board before, they have been 
great advocates for the arts. Asks Vaughn to introduce himself.  
 
Randall Vaughn: Says it’s an honor to be back on the board. Served before and has always been 
a supporter of the arts. An architect at Gray’s Construction, the Vice President of A/E 
Professional Services. The organization is a big advocate for the arts. His wife works in the arts 
in Lexington and New York. He has always supported the arts and is happy to be part of the 
board. 
 
Corbett: Josephine Richardson cannot attend this meeting. Richardson has helped Appalshop 
grow and has been involved in the arts for many decades. Corbett welcomes both to the board.  
Shares Janell Samuels was reappointed to the board. Two board members, Luanne Mattingly 
and Angela Rice, were not reappointed. 
 
Introduces today’s special guest, Michael E. Berry’s representative, Yvonne Board.  
 
Cathers: Begins the meeting with a land acknowledgement: 
 
Today we stand on ground occupied by ancient peoples whose history has been lost but whose 
legacy remains. We are close to the mounds in Ashland, and the Lower Shawnee ceremonial 
grounds in Greenup County. The earliest inhabitants have been referred to as the mound 
builders of the Adena, Hopewell and Fort Ancient time periods. The Shawnee were the most 
recent inhabitants and were in Kentucky just prior to the 1960s. They shared Kentucky with the 
Cherokee in southeast, the Yuchi in the south central and the Chickasaw in the extreme western 
part of the state, sometimes peaceably and sometimes not so much. The evidence of these 
ancient people can be seen all over Kentucky through the mounds and artifacts left behind. 
  
Today, over 170 American Indian Tribes are represented by their members living and working in 
the Commonwealth. Let us remember those who were here and those who are here 
remembering the vast array of gifts they left us. Let us honor their presence both past and 



present as we strive to take care of this beautiful land and build on the legacy of stewardship 
they left for us unto the 7th generation. 
  
Cathers introduces Yvonne Board:   
 
Yvonne brings a wealth of experience in government affairs, sales and marketing to our 
cabinet’s leadership team. Prior to joining the cabinet, Board served as the Senior Convention 
Sales Manager of the Greater Louisville Convention and Visitors Bureau, where she was 
responsible for promoting Louisville as a destination for conventions, events, and trade shows. 
  
She also has more than 11 years in hotel sales experience and six years of marketing 
experience. Most recently, Board served as Deputy Commissioner for the Department of 
Juvenile Justice as well as Chief of Staff for the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet. In both of 
these key leadership positions, she developed a strong background in recruitment, negotiation 
and team building that will be essential for leading the cabinet.   
 
Board: Says she has been with the cabinet for 50 days and has been dealing with the changes 
due to COVID. The challenges, however, have brought new ways of doing business, like how to 
market the artists. Says KAC has the Cabinet’s support. The cabinet is working very diligently 
and is hopeful there will be an extension of the CARES Act package that will help us move 
forward. It has been all hands-on deck with dealing with the pandemic. However, the Cabinet is 
very resilient and fluid, and as long as people have a positive attitude, they will be on the right 
track.  
 
Corbett: Shares appreciation of the immense support from the cabinet. Asks if there are any 
questions for Yvonne. 
 
Cathers: Shares Yvonne has been in the office when it’s possible and has reached out to the 
arts council since the very beginning. We appreciate the support and look forward to working 
with you.  
 
Corbett: Next is approval of the minutes. Asks everyone to look at their copy of meeting 
materials, and if there are any revisions or suggested changes. Asks for a motion for approval.  
 
Jean Dorton: Makes the motion to approve the minutes.  
Nathan Mick: Second  
All: Vote in favor, motion approved. 
 
Corbett: Motion approved for minutes. Thanks Chris and the team for positioning the arts 
council so well. Turns it over to Chris. 
 
Cathers: Shares the council has been able to push out grants in the time of need and have been 
using webinars, and making connections with artists.  
Introduces today’s presenter, Tressa Brown: 



 
Tressa Brown received her B.A. in Biology and Anthropology at Transylvania University and her 
M.A. in Anthropology and museum studies from Arizona State University. She is currently the 
coordinator for the Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission, the Kentucky African 
American Heritage Commission and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission.  She has worked 
for the past 25 years providing Native American educational programming for schools and the 
public both in her current position as well as in her previous position as Curator at the Salato 
Wildlife Education Center. 
 
Her primary focus has been to identify the stereotypes and myths about Native Americans in 
general and Kentucky’s Native people in particular. Her position at KHC is to provide accurate 
information to educators and the public about Kentucky’s American Indian history, the diversity 
of Native cultures as well as the issues affecting Native people in contemporary society. 
 
Brown: Notes the intersections between her role and the art council’s. The Native Reflection 
exhibit that is on tour now, is a partnership between the Kentucky Heritage Council and the 
Kentucky Arts Council. Shares appreciation for Mark Brown, of allowing the opportunity to 
make these connections. The Native Reflection exhibit is currently at the Danville Art Center 
until mid-December. KHC and the KAC are working through one of the problems Native 
Americans in Kentucky have, which is finding others in their community in Kentucky. This 
exhibit is making connections for people, between artists, between indigenous people. 
 
Discusses the virtual series, Culture+, hosted by Norton Center at Centre College. They had 
panel discussion of the native perspective about Thanksgiving. It also took the opportunity to 
let others in the state know two things 1) American Indians are in Kentucky today and 2) they 
have a lot to add to Kentucky, from their cultural and artistic perspective.  
 
Thanks Chris and Mark to help put that message out to the rest of the state.  
 
Corbett: Ask if anyone has any questions  
 
Cathers: For both agencies, Cathers shares it has been a great opportunity to demonstrate a 
successful partnership. Notes that Tressa consulted the Council with every step in curating the 
exhibit to educate people in the best way about Native American culture. The Culture+ 
presentation was a culmination of various partnerships. Shares people were able to learn a 
tremendous amount about Native Americans and their relationship with Thanksgiving. Brought 
awareness to the fact that the Native American communities constantly have to prove their 
identity to other people.  
 
Brown: There are federally and state recognized tribes, and people who are not members of 
either. Those recognitions provide protection through the Indian Arts and Crafts Law. If they are 
not a member, they cannot sell their art as American Indian made, it has to be “inspired by.” 
This is a federal/state government policy, which impacts people – on an economic, social, and 
personal level.  



 
Corbett: Shares the importance of the land acknowledgement and the Native Reflections 
exhibit, which continues exhibiting into 2021. Transitions to staff reports. 
 
Cathers begins staff report: 
 

- Emily Moses, Executive Staff Advisor, recently joined the Artist Thrive Virtual 
Conference and discussed the I was here project.  

- The Arts Council was asked by the Governor’s Office to help hang a quilt made out of 
face masks for Beshear’s daily briefings.  

- The Arts Council also delivered the Governor’s Award from artist Willie Rascoe.  
- The Native Reflections Exhibit has travelled to Danville, thanks to Nicki Kinkade, 

Executive Director of the Community Arts Center. Some students at the local library 
created art projects influenced from the work. They also shared a reading list to use 
while learning about Native Americans. This exhibit was also featured on WFPL, “Native 
Reflections Exhibit Highlights Diversity of Kentucky’s Indigenous Cultures.” 

- Dave Blevins recently held an orientation for the new adjudicated Kentucky Crafted 
program members. The 11 juried individuals are: Jason Thompson, Aaron Schroeder, 
Cynthia Houston, Thomas Carlisle, Cara Joy Keplar, Edd Johanneman, Addison Williams, 
Chad Eames, Nicole Hollon, Bill Berryman, and Shannon Lewis.  

- The Emerging Leaders of Color Program through South Arts has two Kentuckians in the 
program, Chase Miller and Cecilia Reyna.  

- The Folk and Traditional Arts Cross-Border Mentor-Apprentice Teams is part of South 
Arts In These Mountains initiative. Timothy Walden, an artist from Kentucky, is working 
with his mentor artist, Shawn Hughes, from Tennessee. 

- The Creative Industry Summit Series webinar: ‘Reopening Kentucky’s Arts Venues’. 
Included guest speakers from Yale School of Public Health and Shoreline Arts Alliance. 
This was possible through our partnership with the Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation. 
They showed creative ways to use open spaces, to showcase art safely and at a distance. 
They also showed great examples of how orchestras will be able to perform safely.  

- The Creative Industry Summit Series webinar: ‘Copyrights & Contracts’, was hosted by 
Jeremy J. Beck. Beck is an attorney, composer, and member of the KPAN network. The 
session explained copyright laws for artists and art organizations.  

 
Corbett: Asks if there are any questions. Thanks the Arts Council for their work. Introduces 
Emily Moses.  
 
Moses:  

- Submitted the NEA application. Coordinated and wrote the grant and collected 
information from other staff. This application informs our funding for the next three 
years.  

- Notes that all of the Creative Industry Summit Series webinars are available on YouTube. 
The Giving Thanks, Culture+ webinar is the third partnership with other organizations in 



the series. We increase our reach with these partnerships. Shares there is a planned 
webinar about consumer confidence.  

- Upcoming workshop about Arts Advocacy, in partnership with Kentuckians for the Arts. 
Another workshop will be about digital marketing.  

- Due to the pandemic, Arts Day, as normal, won’t be possible. The Arts Council has 
reimagined it to be ‘Arts Week’, a virtual session. During that week, there will be a 
public video messaging campaign, asking various people why they support the arts, and 
their involvement in the arts community in Kentucky. Each day there will be a variety of 
online content based on the theme like: arts education, arts advocacy, etc. More 
information will be available shortly.  

- The Arts Council is prepping for the next Strategic Plan. Starting to plan virtual meetings 
with artists, the public, and the board.  

 
Ends report.  

 
Everett McCorvey: Asks about if there is another round CARES Act funding to help reach out to 
more artists and arts organizations.  
 
Moses: Shares there is a possibility for more funding but do not know the answer yet. However, 
Americans for the Arts started working on a plan to ask either administration to support this 
campaign to help the arts. The Biden campaign had an arts liaison, and committed to supported 
the plan if they won the election. As far as what kind of money will be coming to the state, 
there is not a clear answer yet.  
 
Corbett: Asks if there are any more questions. Turns it over to Tom Musgrave, Communications 
Director. 
 
Tom Musgrave:  

- The campaign, Give A Gift, has started. The Arts Council is highlighting the artists who 
are participating via social media. Sharing the artist’s links to buy their products directly. 
There are also virtual Holiday Events from different groups.   

- Recently shared the press release about the Governor’s Awards recipients. A virtual 
ceremony will be held late January.  

-  
Concludes report. 
 
Corbett: Asks Andee Rudloff for an update of the Governor’s Award for the Arts Committee. 
 
Rudloff: As the first time chairing the committee, Rudloff notes there was an incredible amount 
of artists and arts organizations to choose from. Thanks everyone for the opportunity and the 
committee’s time. Thanks Tom for sharing more about Tom T. Hall. 
 
Corbett: Asks for an update from the Diversity meeting.  
 



McCorvey: Does not have anything to report but will have something for the next meeting. 
 
Corbett: Review abstentions. Asks for more information about the change for Teaching Art 
Apart and Teaching Art Together. 
 
Cathers: Art Education is very difficult to teach during the pandemic. The Arts Council has an 
emergency request to the board to wave approval of arts education grants to provide an open 
opportunity to meet the needs of the current education system. Asks that the TAT/TAA grant to 
convert to a rolling application, with an internal panel, and without board approval.  
 
Corbett: Understands the new sense of urgency due to the pandemic. Asks how much money is 
involved in the grants. 
 
Cathers: The residencies will change from 4 week to 1-week.  
 
Samuel Lockridge, Arts Education Director: So far, each residency for Teaching Art Together is 
$1,000. For Teaching Art Apart, the maximum an applicant can receive is $600.  
 
Corbett: Questions from the board. 
 
Sallie Lanham: Asks to describe the Teaching Art Apart program.  
 
Lockridge: The Teaching Art Apart program provides stipends for artists to license the use of 
their created art education content. The artist creates this content, submits it to the Arts 
Council, and if they’re approved, are paid for their work. They retain all creative rights, but the 
Arts Council will now be licensed to share it. They will be paid $50 per hour of labor. The 
approved content will be on the website and shared with other schools as well.  
 
Doug Adams: Notes the amount of money given to the recipients seem low.   
 
Cathers: The amount is based through the average amount paid to teaching artists. Now that 
the application will be on a rolling basis, there is a possibility for more applicants as well.  
 
Corbett: Seeks a motion to approve to the consent agenda.  
Dorton: Makes a motion to approve the consent agenda.  
McCorvey: Second. 
Corbett: All in favor signify by saying Aye 
All: Votes in favor, motion approved 
 
Corbett: Notes that the future board meetings will continue to be virtual due to the pandemic.  
 
Cathers: Asks if any of the board members would be interested in supporting the Creative 
Industry Summit Series via sponsorship. Thanks, the staff for everything they have done during 



this time. Thanks the secretary’s office for their constant support. Thanks the board for their 
consideration for the teaching art together/art apart.  
 
Sandie Lawrence, IT Manager: Shares she is retiring at the end of the month and it’s been a 
pleasure working for the Arts Council. She has worked for the Arts Council for 25 years.  
 
Everyone congratulates Sandie 
 
Corbett: Thanks the staff for their work and how they’ve stepped up during COVID. Thanks the 
board for their participation. Wishes everyone a safe holiday. Motion to adjourn.  
 
Meeting adjourns 11:56 pm  
 
 
 
 
 


