
Kentucky Arts Council Board Meeting 
Zoom Meeting 
June 18, 2021 

Attendance 

Present: Mary Michael Corbett, Dior Cotton, Jean Dorton, Lindsey Jaeger, Randall Vaughn, Andee 
Rudfloff, Nathan Mick, Dior Cotton, Paul Fourshee, Everett McCorvey, Sallie Lanham, Elizabeth Griffith 

Absent: 

Staff: Chris Cathers, Emily Moses, Tom Musgrave, Dave Blevins, Eric Shelton, Samuel Lockridge, Holly 
Likes, Tamara Coffey, Mark Brown, Jessica Taylor 

Guests: Crystal Wilkinson, Reece King, Will Anderson, Josh Mullins 

Meeting called to order at 10 a.m. 

Board Chair Comments: Mary Michael Corbett talked about the recent meeting of the South Arts Board 
in Louisville. She said South Arts has a great appreciation for Kentucky Arts Council Executive Director 
Chris Cathers and the Kentucky Arts Council. She said there are several guests for today’s meeting. She 
asks for a motion to approve minutes from the last meeting. Motion made by Jean Dorton, second by 
Sallie Lanham. All approved. She follows up with the introduction of presenters. Corbett welcomes 
Crystal Wilkinson, Kentucky Poet Laureate. She turns it over to Cathers to introduce the guest speakers.  

Executive Director: Before he introduces the guests, Cathers begins with a land acknowledgement: 

The land acknowledgement is a formal statement that recognizes the unique and enduring relationship that 
exists between indigenous peoples and their traditional territories. Today, we stand on grounds occupied by 

ancient peoples whose history has been lost, but whose legacy remains. The evidence of these ancient peoples 
can be seen all over Kentucky, to the mounds and artifacts left behind. Today, over 170 American Indian tribes 
are represented by their members living and working in the Commonwealth. Let us honor those who were here 
and those who are here now and build on the legacy of stewardship of the land they left and to us and to the 

seventh generation, but also like to do a Juneteenth acknowledgement. 
Tomorrow, is June 19. It’s important to acknowledge that we were meeting the day before Juneteenth, the day 

slavery ended in the Confederacy in 1865. Specifically, it marks the day liberation came to enslaved African 
Americans in Texas. Two and a half years after President Abraham Lincoln signed the executive order. This year 
on Juneteenth and everyday going forward, we hope that the tragedies resulting from police violence and other 

senseless acts of racial hatred will be an impetus for action that leads to a justice that is long overdue.  

Introduction of Crystal Wilkinson, 2021-22 Kentucky Poet Laureate: Wilkinson is the award-winning 
author of the Birds of Opulence, Water Street, and Blackberries, Blackberries. She is the recipient of a of 
a 2021 O. Henry Prize, and the 2020 USA Artists Fellowship. Her short stories, poems and essays have 
appeared in numerous journals and anthologies. Her fourth book, Perfect Black, is forthcoming from 
University Press of Kentucky in August of 2021. She teaches at the University of Kentucky.  



Crystal Wilkinson:  Thanks Chris and shares that it’s good to be with the board. Wilkinson feels honored 
to speak to everyone, as a long-time affiliate and recipient of the wonderful things that the Kentucky 
Arts Council does. She thanks the board for all for their support of the organization. 

She recalls from long ago that one of her first public relations jobs was with the Kentucky Arts Council, 
and was the arts council's very first public relations employee. She expresses her appreciation for the 
Arts Council's Al Smith Fellowships, her husband is a poet and an artist, and he received an Al Smith 
fellowship some years ago. The Al Smith Fellowship was integral to her beginnings as a writer, and it was 
one of her first affirmations as a writer.  

Wilkinson shares she’s proud of the work that the arts council does and proud to be Kentucky's Poet 
Laureate. To become Poet Laureate, and to join this legacy of writers in the Commonwealth, is very 
important to her. In her time as being Poet Laureate, Wilkinson hopes to highlight not just her own 
writing, but the work of other writers across the state. 

One of her primary missions is to work with people in person if conditions of the pandemic allow it. She 
hopes to go schools, libraries, and community organizations over the next two years. She’s also 
beginning a podcast, which will highlight known and emerging writers. She also wants to highlight young 
people and our elders. Wilkinson shares that she is proud of the work the Kentucky Arts Council does, 
proud of Kentucky, and proud of Casey County where she grew up. She shares she is glad to be here 
today and closes with a poem.  

Presentations 

Reece King, Executive Director, Paducah Symphony Orchestra. Reports on the events they were able to 
hold during the pandemic. Restarted education programs in late March. Started a series, “Behind the 
Notes,” a virtual interactive discussion with the conductor and guests. Reports that all forms of funding 
during the pandemic dropped except government contributions: Kentucky Arts Council and the City of 
Paducah. Their income is down dramatically but planning to have a normal season 2021-22. Funding 
from the Kentucky Arts Council is vital to the performing arts industry due to the pandemic.  

Will Anderson, Executive Director, Hindman Settlement School 
Josh Mullins, Senior Director of Program Development and Implementation, Hindman Settlement 
School Hindman Settlement School faced challenges during the pandemic. However, the school adapted 
quickly and was able to do that with the continued support of the Kentucky Arts Council and additional 
COVID relief funding. They were able to transition their in-person music lessons to live-virtual music 
lessons. The literary arts were able to transition to virtual lessons. They want to continue their virtual 
programming because they were able to reach more people in Appalachia and throughout Kentucky. 
 
Executive Director Report: Cathers congratulates Tamara Coffey who has been promoted to Program 
Branch Manager. Kentucky Writer’s Day and the induction of Poet Laureate Crystal Wilkinson was 
celebrated virtually on April 23. Five Kentucky Folk and Traditionalist artists were awarded funding from 
South Arts In These Mountains grant program. The Janice Mason Art Museum recently displayed a 
travelling exhibition titled Kentucky Afield Illustration, which the arts council helped advise. The arts 
council held a workshop series for leaders of arts organizations titled Tools for Building Your Anti-Racism 
Plan. There was an emphasis on taking steps to dismantle racism in the arts field. The National 
Endowment for the Arts recently announced funding from the American Rescue Plan Act. The arts 



council received more than $800,000 in response to the pandemic. During the next several weeks the 
arts council will work on determining how these funds will be distributed. Governor Beshear had a Call 
for Artists for a permanent work for a COVID memorial. 
 
A new virtual series, Celebrating the Art & Culture of Kentucky: Some of the Bluegrass is Black, began on 
June 10. Cathers congratulates Joyce Garner, a recipient of the South Arts Southern Prize and State 
Fellowship program. South Arts visited Louisville and was able to see the exhibit, Promise, Witness, 
Remembrance, at the Speed Museum. Silas House was a speaker for the South Arts meeting and shared 
his story as a literary artist and his experience as a member of the Appalachian queer community.  
 
Staff Report 
 
Emily Moses, Executive Staff Advisor: The Creative Industry Summit Series has continued. Recent 
webinars included Before You Close: Strategies for Alternative Pathways Forward and Creative COVID 
Fundraising Strategies both presented by Elaine Grogan Luttrull of Minerva Financial Arts. The Tools for 
Building Your Anti-Racism Plan series began on May 17. Attendees are those who have applied for 
Kentucky Arts Partnership grants in the past and those who plan to apply in the future. Arts Council staff 
also participated. A new virtual series, Celebrating the Art and Culture of Kentucky: Some of the 
Bluegrass is Black, will be hosted by Shauna M. Morgan, Ph.D, poet and tenured professor at Howard 
University. The first interview was Kentucky Poet Laureate Frank X Walker. The series will continue until 
November. Concludes report.  
 
Tamara Coffey, Program Branch Manager: Kentucky Writer’s Day was held on April 23rd with an online 
campaign featuring writers from across the state to sharing their work. Their videos were shared 
throughout the month on social media. The arts council celebrated Crystal Wilkinson’s induction on 
Writer’s Day. The Kentucky Arts Partnership grant recipients had to adapt to the restrictions the 
pandemic required. The Kentucky Arts Partnership FY22 prioritized previous KAP recipients. Due to the 
ongoing Covid emergency and because those recipients had been adjudicated and approved in recent 
years, the applications did not require panel review.  
 
Consent Agenda: The Kentucky Arts Partnership FY22, Kentucky Peer Advisory Network FY22, and the 
Folk Arts Apprenticeship FY22 grants were approved. Motion made by Everett McCorvey, seconded by 
Jean Dorton. All approved. 
 
Board discussion: Board members share that the South Arts Board visit was fantastic because they got 
to be immersed in the arts with local and regional artists. The bridge building between Kentucky and the 
Southeast is important to our own art community. Notes that the next KAC Board Meeting is Sept. 24.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:02 p.m. 
 
 


