
Kentucky Arts Council 
Board Meeting 

Berea Artisan Center/Zoom 
December 10, 2021 

Attendance  

In Person: Everett McCorvey, Dior Cotton, Marcheta Sparrow, Paul Fourshee, Lennon Michalski, Lindsay 
Jaeger 
Zoom: Jenny Collins, Jean Dorton, Janell Samuels, Janice Turpen  
 
Staff Present (in person): Chris Cathers, Emily B. Moses, Jessica Taylor  
Staff Present (online): Eric Shelton, Tamara Coffey, Holly Likes, Dave Blevins, Samuel Lockridge, Mark 
Brown, Tom Musgrave, Sarah Schmitt 
 
Absent 
Doug Adams, Mary Michael Corbett, Elizabeth Griffith, Nathan Mick, Randall Vaughn  
 
Meeting called to order 1:05 p.m. 

Board Chair, Everett McCorvey: Acknowledges our first in-person board meeting since the beginning of 
the pandemic. Asks for members to introduce themselves.  

Executive Director Chris Cathers: Begins the meeting with a formal land acknowledgement:  

The land acknowledgement is a formal statement that recognizes the unique and enduring 
relationship that exists between indigenous peoples and their traditional territories. Today, we stand 
on grounds occupied by ancient peoples whose history has been lost, but whose legacy remains. The 

evidence of these ancient peoples can be seen all over Kentucky, to the mounds and artifacts left 
behind. Today, over 170 American Indian tribes are represented by their members living and working 
in the Commonwealth. Let us honor those who were here and those who are here now and build on 

the legacy of stewardship of the land they left and to us and to the seventh generation.  
 

Board Chair Comments: Thanks everyone from being here and delighted and honored to serve as chair 
for the Kentucky Arts Council. Thanks Mary Michael Corbett for her service as chair. Shares the gift that 
the board and arts council are giving to Corbett, handmade trivets from The Berea Artisan Center. 
Thanks Governor Andy Beshear for appointing him to chair, especially considering he is a practicing 
artist. Hopes those in leadership can continue supporting the arts regardless of political beliefs. 
McCorvey grew up in Montgomery, Alabama, and since he was young knew music was his calling. 
Growing up in segregated Alabama, funds were not strong for black schools. His school had to share 
their band uniforms with the college. He thinks about how excited kids are today to be involved in the 
arts. Kentucky still lacks opportunity for children to be involved in the arts. It’s our collective mission to 
make arts accessible to all and to create an environment where artists can live and work. 

McCorvey shares a spreadsheet of State Arts Appropriation and asks which state leads in supporting the 
arts? Kentucky is ranked 43 in the country of public funding for the arts. Part of the board’s role is to 
advocate for the arts and work to convince legislators to provide more funding for the arts. The board 



should work towards the goal of being at the top of the list for arts funding and that it is possible to do 
so.  

Board Chair asks for approval of the minutes. Motion made from Jean Dorton. Seconded by Lindsay 
Jaeger. All approved. McCorvey introduces Deputy Secretary Yvonne Board, representative of Secretary 
Mike Berry, of the Tourism, Arts, & Heritage Cabinet. 

Yvonne Board: Begins with report from the Cabinet. She said the spreadsheet of State Arts 
Appropriation McCorvey shared earlier gave her pause and wants to have a conversation about it soon. 
The Cabinet is currently working on getting the Kentucky Horse Park logistics set up for The Market in 
March, preparing for the Governor’s Awards for the Arts, and beginning their project in integrating art 
with the Kentucky State Parks.  

Additionally, the Cabinet is thinking outside the box for marketing the arts to try to engage with other 
audiences and to advertise what the arts council does and the artists they support.  

Executive Director: Introduces and thanks the host, Todd Finley, Executive Director of The Kentucky 
Artisan Center.  

Todd Finley, Kentucky Artisan Center, Executive Director: Welcomes everyone to the Kentucky Artisan 
Center. The center supports over 850 small business within Kentucky. The artists they represent are 
from 100 of 120 counties. The best way the artisan center can support our artists is through direct 
wholesale purchases. Wholesale purchases are up at the Kentucky Artisan Center. They are having 
increased visitation and continually seeing more motor coaches daily. The Artisan Center could not be a 
success without sister agencies like the Kentucky Arts Council.  

Executive Director’s Report 

- Native American travelling art exhibit 
- Celebrating the Art & Culture of Kentucky: Some of the Bluegrass is Black, a webinar series 

hosted by Dr. Shauna Morgan. In November, Morgan interviewed poet laureate, Crystal 
Wilkinson  

- Gave an overview of the Creative Aging Grant, an arts access assistance grant provided for 
projects that serve a majority of people 55 and older. 

- Meet and great with the artists of the Native Reflections exhibit. This is the first time Native 
Americans showcased art within the Capitol building. Secretary Mike Berry and Gov. Andy 
Beshear both attended.  

- “Our Kentucky Home: Hispanic/Latin American Visual Art in the Commonwealth” exhibit has just 
begun touring and is currently in western Kentucky. The exhibit will travel around the 
commonwealth and will end in the Capitol during Hispanic Heritage Month. This exhibition is a 
partnership with different Latina/Hispanic/Latinx organizations  

- “Give a Gift” campaign has begun on Facebook and Instagram.  We are featuring Kentucky 
Crafted artists and their artwork which is for sale.  

Concludes director report 

Board Chair: Thanks arts council staff for their work for these current events. Asks if someone wants to 
host a current exhibit who should they reach out to.  



Executive Director: For inquires about hosting an exhibit, reach out to Folk and Traditional Arts Director, 
Mark Brown, at mark.brown@ky.gov 

Board Chair: Shares that online grant workshops are very helpful for organizations to learn how to 
apply.  

Emily Moses, Executive Staff Advisor: Shares that the arts council has new applicants due to the 
emergency funds we’ve received so the workshops were beneficial for those organizations who haven’t 
applied for a grant from us before. We collect data of who needs help for future applications.  

Dior Cotten: Shares she has been able to take what she’s learned about introducing grants and 
allocating funding equitably to her current position by watching how the arts council distributes the 
funding.   

Staff Report 

Emily Moses, Executive Staff Advisor  

Creative Aging-Arts Access Assistance Grant. This is a previous grant that the arts council has 
been able to re-instate due to a grant we’ve received from the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies 
and Aroha Philanthropies. The arts council set $50,000 of $60,000 aside to award $5,000 grants to non-
arts organizations to partner with artists to create projects for the aging community. A total of 14 grants 
were awarded. Additionally, the arts council is looking at arts and aging through the lens of folk arts. The 
arts council has two folklorists on staff, Mark Brown and Sarah Schmitt, who help provide insight.  

Tamara Coffey, Arts Program Branch Manager 

Kentucky Artist Rescue Grant (KAR) – American Rescue Plan Act. KAR monies were provided to 
the Kentucky Arts Council by the National Endowment for the Arts. The program funds the stipend/fee 
for individual artists for a specific project or activity. Required tangible outcomes. The application was 
open to all practicing Kentucky artists, prioritizing artists from underserved communities, (but not 
limited to) rural communities and communities of color. Most artists disciplines were supported by the 
grant. Panel meetings to adjudicate funding begin next week. Panelists provided by other state arts 
agencies, and multiple agents.  

Staff reports concluded.  

Executive Director: Since the panel meetings are yet to occur for the Kentucky Artist Rescue Grant FY22, 
Cathers asks the board for approval for the funding to be approved following the panels, based on the 
recommendations of the panelists. Motion made by Paul Fourshee. Seconded by Marcheta Sparrow. 
Motion approved.  

Consent Agenda 

Teaching Art Together Program (Round 2) FY22, TranspARTation Grant FY22, Creative Aging: Arts Access 
Assistance Grant FY22. Motion made by Lindsay Jaeger. Seconded by Dior Cotten. All approved.  

  

Board Discussion  

mailto:mark.brown@ky.gov


Executive Director: Shares the arts council and board should be looking into building relationships with 
the Labor and Education Cabinet to begin integrating the work of the arts council with their 
constituents.  

Dior Cotten: Shares that there are board committee positions that need to be filled: Nominating 
Committee, Governor’s Award in the Arts Committee (chair position), and Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Committee (chair position).   

The board also discusses developing a foundation for the arts council.  

Closing Remarks, Executive Director: Glad to be in person after two years of having board meeting 
remotely. Thanks everyone for being patient during this time. We have felt very supportive. Thanks, the 
team for their work. The arts council has been able to ensure emergency funding is distributed on time. 
The Kentucky Crafted Market will also be happening this year on March 12-13. Shares that the next 
location for the March board meeting has not yet been determined.  

Board Chair: Thanks everyone for what they do with the resources you have. The creativity is what 
makes it work. The most exciting thing we can do is really challenge all of us to be creative to help 
deliver the arts to the commonwealth. McCorvey encourages everyone’s role in effecting a positive 
change in the arts and make a difference in all 120 counties. We must trumpet our successes and 
activities. If [the arts are] important to us, it’s our job to make it important to everyone else around us.  

Motion made by Jeanie Dorton to adjourn, seconded by Dior Cotten.  

Meeting adjourns at 2:02 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


