
Kentucky Arts Council Board Meeting 
Zoom Meeting 

September 24, 2021 
 

Attendance 

Present: Jenny Collins, Mary Michael Corbett, Dior Cotton, Jean Dorton, Paul Fourshee, Elizabeth 
Griffith, Lindsey Jaeger, Sallie Lanham, Everett McCorvey, Nathan Mick, Janell Samuels, Janice Turpen 

Absent: Douglas Adams, Andee Rudloff, Randall Vaughn 

Staff: Chris Cathers, Emily Moses, Tamara Coffey, Dave Blevins, Eric Shelton, Samuel Lockridge, Jessica 
Taylor, Sarah Schmitt, Holly Likes, Tom Musgrave, Mark Brown 

Guests: TAH Secretary Mike Berry, Kentucky Crafted Artist Kathy Conroy, Kentucky Crafted Artist Bill 
Berryman 

Meeting called to order 10:05 a.m. 

Board Chair Comments: Mary Michael Corbett introduces new board member Jenny Collins. Corbett 
asks for a motion to approve minutes from the last meeting. Motion made by Jeanie Dorton, second by 
Paul Fourshee. She turns it over to Cathers to introduce the guest speakers.  

Executive Director: Before he introduces the presenters, he begins with a land acknowledgement:  

The land acknowledgement is a formal statement that recognizes the unique and enduring relationship that 
exists between indigenous peoples and their traditional territories. Today, we stand on grounds occupied by 

ancient peoples whose history has been lost, but whose legacy remains. The evidence of these ancient peoples 
can be seen all over Kentucky, to the mounds and artifacts left behind. Today, over 170 American Indian tribes 
are represented by their members living and working in the Commonwealth. Let us honor those who were here 
and those who are here now and build on the legacy of stewardship of the land they left and to us and to the 

seventh generation. 
 

 

Introduction of Kathy Conroy: Conroy is a Kentucky Crafted Artist who has experiences in a variety of 
visual art mediums. Her subjects are usually objects in nature.  

Kathy Conroy: Conroy shares she enjoys the medium of scratchboard because of the fine detail the 
medium allows. She shares a piece of her work and explains how the process took three weeks because 
of the number of layers. Scratchboard has become her main medium because she has a goal to become 
a master in scratchboard. She is proud to be a juried member of the Kentucky Crafted Program. She has 
been able to use her title to deepen connections with other organizations, such as the Kentucky Guild of 
Artists and Craftsmen and KET. She appreciates that staff of the arts council are always there to offer 
support.  

TAH Secretary Mike Berry: Congratulates the Kentucky Arts Council for the Kentucky Crafted Outdoor 
Market at Waveland State Historic Site. The market was successful in supporting Kentucky artists. Shares 
that there should be more partnerships like this, such as partnering with different state parks.  



He updates the board about current projects happening in the Cabinet. They want to support smaller 
arts groups around the state who haven’t been able to operate normally due to the pandemic. They also 
want to continue to encourage Kentuckians to travel through the Commonwealth and deepen their 
experience with the arts. They have been able to support arts organizations through sponsorships. They 
prioritized outdoor venues, like Pioneer Playhouse, because of the weather changing soon and the 
pandemic still affecting indoor venues.  

The Cabinet has had a strong summer season and Berry hopes that it will continue throughout the fall. 
The Governor allocated 5 million to the Tourism Arts and Heritage Cabinet to help continue marketing to 
Kentuckians to travel within the state. They also want to encourage out-of-state travelers and LGBTQ 
travelers. They want LGBTQ travelers to feel welcomed across the state parks and will implement 
training for staff to provide a safe and inclusive space during their visit.  

Comments for Secretary Mike Berry: 

Everett McCorvey: Shares that he is encouraged by the Cabinet marketing to specific groups, 
especially the African American community. He asks how they will incorporate those stories into the 
historic sites we currently have.  

Mike Berry: Shares a few examples of incorporating those stories but there is more they could 
be doing and hopes the additional funds will help them dive deeper into those specific projects.  

Executive Director Report 

Welcomes and introduces new staff member, Sarah Schmitt. Sarah rejoins the arts council as 
the arts organization and access director, where she’ll be administering the Kentucky Arts Partnership 
grant, and overseeing the agency’s diversity, equity, inclusion, and access initiatives among other things. 
Previously she served as the arts council’s community arts and access director from 2009-17. She joins 
KAC from the Kentucky Historical Society where she was the administrator of the Kentucky Oral History 
Commission, a program dedicated to reaching across the commonwealth to record and preserve the 
diverse stories that are a part of Kentucky’s rich and colorful history. She has also worked as a folklife 
specialist for the Kentucky Folklife Program. She is a founding steering committee member of the 
Kentucky Rural-Urban Exchange. Sarah holds a bachelor’s degree in anthropology and history and a 
master’s degree in folk studies, both from Western Kentucky University. She is a Cub Scout Den Leader, 
merit badge counselor, a Kentucky explorer and an aspiring podcaster. 
 

Native Reflections Exhibit. Since June 2021, the Native Reflections Exhibit has travelled to 
multiple organizations and libraries. It is currently located at Boyd’s Station Gallery in Cynthiana. The 
partnership with the Native American Commission and the Kentucky Heritage Council is greatly 
appreciated.  

“Some of the Bluegrass is Black” Webinar Series. The webinar series, “Some of the Bluegrass is 
Black,” hosted by Lexington-based poet-scholar Dr. Shauna Morgan, has been well received and sparked 
important conversations. This series has been possible with support of the Emily Tremaine Foundation. 
The next installment of the series will feature Louisville artist, Hannah Drake. The interviews are 
available to watch on the arts council website and YouTube.  



The Kentucky Crafted Outdoor Market was held on Waveland’s Historic Site on Sept. 11 and 12. 
This was possible by a partnership between two different agencies. The past two years we have not 
been able to hold the Kentucky Crafted Market due to the pandemic, but the arts council was able to 
host the outdoor market in a safe manner. 

The Arts Access Assistance Grant opened early this month. The funding opportunity is open for 
profit and nonprofit groups to engage with seniors through the arts. A Creative Aging Workshop will be 
hosted next week via Zoom.  

Call to Artists. The Kentucky Arts Council issued a call to artists for “Our Kentucky Home: 
Hispanic/Latin American Visual Art in the Commonwealth”. This will be a travelling exhibit between 
November 2021 – October 2022. A panel of Hispanic/Latinx Kentuckians and other cultural specialists 
selected works to include in this exhibit, which they named Nuestro hogar Kentucky, Our Kentucky 
Home. The Kentucky Arts Council is demonstrating commitments to underserved populations by 
spotlighting those groups in exhibits, webinars and funding determination. For the call to artists for “Our 
Kentucky Home,” the Kentucky Arts Council was able to convert the guidelines to Spanish. They are 
collaborating with the local Spanish newspaper, El Dia en America. The arts council is still working on the 
steps to make programs accessible to the Spanish speaking community, including partners who have 
agreed to help with translation when needed. Concludes director report.  

Executive Director Report Comments: 

Everett McCorvey: Shares that he appreciates the work and webinars KAC is doing and that this 
format could help bring more engagement with the arts, such as teaching writers how to write about 
the arts happening in their community. Since the arts and culture coverage is diminishing in news 
outlets, digital workshops would help reignite this format.  

Executive Director: The equity work is being done throughout the cabinet with various 
discussions. The Kentucky Arts Council has taken on this work as well.  

Staff Report  

Dave Blevins, Marketing Director 

The Kentucky Crafted Program panel was Sept. 16 via Zoom. This is the second year the panel 
has been done in a virtual format. The panel from 2020 returned to review and score the applications 
because they were familiar with the format. Dior Cotten was the panel chair this year. There were 18 
applications in total, with 13 new artists being accepted into the program. Orientation for new artists 
will take place October 15 The list of new Kentucky Crafted Artists include: Amelia Arenson from 
Lawrenceburg, KY; Sebastian Duverge, Louisville, KY; Valerie Timmons, Crestwood, KY; Scott Wilson, 
Lexington, KY; Elizabeth Kurtz, Louisville, KY; Larry Smith, Pendleton, KY; Dawna Scripps, Lexington, KY; 
Frank Barry, Hustonville, KY; Stephen Wiggins, Lexington, KY; Kenneth Burney, Lexington, KY; Linda 
Harbison, Flatwoods, KY; Debra Redden, Stearns, KY; Melanie Wisdom, Lexington, KY.  

The Kentucky Crafted Outdoor Market at the Waveland State Historic Site. The outdoor 
market was a new partnership between the Kentucky Arts Council and Waveland State Historic Site. 
Charla Reed, park manager, has been producing an outdoor show, the Waveland Art Fair, on the 
grounds of the State Historic Site prior to this partnership. Originally, 31 artists had juried into the 



Waveland Art Fair. Charla and the arts council began planning in May. Eighteen additional artists 
registered. The marketing campaign included various formats. Public attendance for the weekend was 
approximately 2,500 guests. Artists were pleased with the crowds and reported positive sales. The arts 
council staff also planned three additional areas of arts programming: musical performances, folk arts 
tent, and an arts education tent.  

Tamara Coffey, Arts Program Branch Manager 

The Kentucky Arts Council American Rescue Plan Grant (KAC-ARP). The KAC-ARP panel was 
held Sept. 22. The grants are funded by American Rescue Plan funds distributed by the National 
Endowment for the Arts. There were a total of 121 applications. 78 were previous Kentucky Arts 
Partnership grantees, and 43 were non KAP groups. Some of the organizations funded included: Yes 
Arts, EpiCentre Arts, The Louisville Review, Butler County Arts Guild, Berea Makers Space, Dancing Well: 
The Soldiers Project, I Was Here, The Bunberry Theatre, Louisville Academy of Music, Under Main, 
Bluegrass Youth Ballet, Heartland Dulcimer Club, Ragged Edge Community Theatre, The Lexington 
Education and Partnership Academy (LEAP), Pioneer Playhouse, Louisville Folk School, Kentucky African 
American Heritage Foundation, Paducah Quilt Murals, and Grayson Gallery.  

Staff reports concluded.  

Consent Agenda 

The Kentucky Crafted Program FY22, Teaching Art Together (Round 1) FY22, and the Kentucky Arts 
Council – American Rescue Plan for Organizations FY22. Motion made by Nathan Mick. Second by Sallie 
Lanham.  

Board Discussion 

Board Chair asks for members to annually submit nominees to the Kentucky Governor’s Award in the 
Arts. The nominating process is now online and easier to submit. This year’s award ceremony probably 
won’t be until 2022. She thanks the board members who attended the Governor’s Award in the Arts 
panel: Andee Rudloff, Dior Cotten, and Randall Vaughn. Corbett was also on the panel.  

Terms have expired for three board members. Recommendations for reappointment were made but we 
realize all appointments are at the Governor’s discretion. She asks for recommendations for potential 
new board members. Plans are being made for the next board meeting to be in person at the Kentucky 
Artisan Center at Berea on December 10, 2021.  

Motion made by Jeanie Dorton to adjourn, seconded by Dior Cotten.  

Meeting adjourns at 11:56 a.m. 

 

 

 


