
Kentucky Arts Council 
Board Meeting via Zoom 
March 26, 2021 
10 a.m. Eastern 
 
Board Members: Andee Rudloff, Elizabeth Griffith, Everett McCorvey, Janice Turpen, Jean Dorton, 
Lindsey Jaeger, Mary Michael Corbett, Nathan Mick, Paul Fourshee, Randall Vaughn 

Staff: Chris Cathers, Dave Blevins, Emily Moses, Eric Shelton, Holly Likes, Jessica Taylor, Mark Brown, 
Samuel Lockridge, Tamara Coffey Tom Musgrave 

Visitors: TAH Secretary Mike Berry; Suzie Surkamer, President and CEO of South Arts 

Meeting begins at 10 a.m. 

Mary Michael Corbett: Welcomes everyone to the meeting. Corbett had the opportunity to attend most 
of Arts Week in February and hopes the arts council can do it next year. She thanks the arts council staff 
for their great representation.  

Chris Cathers: Welcomes everyone. Reads land acknowledgement: 

Today we stand on ground occupied by ancient peoples whose history has been lost but whose legacy 
remains. We are close to the mounds in Ashland, and the Lower Shawnee ceremonial grounds in Greenup 
County. The earliest inhabitants have been referred to as the mound builders of the Adena, Hopewell and 
Fort Ancient time periods. The Shawnee were the most recent inhabitants and were in Kentucky just prior 
to the 1960s. They shared Kentucky with the Cherokee in southeast, the Yuchi in the south central and 
the Chickasaw in the extreme western part of the state, sometimes peaceably and sometimes not so 
much. The evidence of these ancient people can be seen all over Kentucky through the mounds and 
artifacts left behind. 

Today, over 170 American Indian Tribes are represented by their members living and working in the 
Commonwealth. Let us remember those who were here and those who are here remembering the vast 
array of gifts they left us. Let us honor their presence both past and present as we strive to take care of 
this beautiful land and build on the legacy of stewardship, they left for us unto the 7th generation. 

Corbett: Asks for approval of the minutes. Asks if there are any additions or revisions, and if not, asks for 
a motion to approve.  

Janie Dorton: Motion made   

Randall Vaughn: Second.  

Corbett: Asks all in favor signify by saying ‘Aye’  

All approve.  

Motion Passes. 

 

Guest Speaker: Secretary Mike Berry 



Corbett: Introduces Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet Secretary Mike Berry. She thanks him for all he 
does for the Tourism, Arts, and Heritage Cabinet and is eager to hear about current projects.   

Mike Berry: Thanks the board members for their dedication to the arts in Kentucky. Goes over the 
budget currently waiting to be approved for the Tourism, Arts, and Heritage Cabinet. The budget is 
favorable for many of the agencies and none received any significant budget cuts. There will be 
additional monies to address maintenance fees for many venues across the state such as The Kentucky 
Center for Performing Arts, Berea Artisan Center, and The Kentucky Historical Society.  

The Kentucky Arts Council has been doing a great job this past quarter. Many opportunities have arisen 
from the pandemic. He shares that Arts Week was successful, with political, geographical, and racial 
diversity shown through the social media video messages. When packaged together, it was a great 
example of how important the arts are in the Commonwealth. We are looking forward to Kentucky 
Writers’ Day. The Kentucky Arts Council is being brought into another project, which is the planned 
physical monument for the pandemic on the grounds of the capital. They are using our insight to look 
for artists and sculptors. Looks forward to working with us, and thanks for being such an important part 
of our cabinet.  

Corbett: Ask if anyone has questions for Berry. Thanks him for supporting the arts council. Turns it over 
to Chris to introduce the guest speaker. 

Guest Speaker: Suzie Surkamer, President and CEO of South Arts 

Cathers: Thanks Berry for his support. Welcomes Suzie Surkamer, the President and CEO of South Arts. 
Suzie has been a great resource and ally for the Kentucky Arts Council.  

Surkamer: Thanks Chris for the introduction. Kentucky did a great job with Arts Week and it was very 
successful, and we have learned about many options in the future of how to educate about arts 
advocacy. Discusses Chris’s role with South Arts: serves on the Executive Committee, and chair for the 
Advancement Committee. The South Arts Board is also hoping to gather in person June 7-9 in Louisville.  

South Arts is in a period of rapid growth and have learned from the pandemic they are nimbler than 
ever. At South Arts their mission is advancing southern vitality through the arts. They believe the 
American South has a distinct and unique culture rooted in our complicated history, our blend of 
ethnicities and our shared experiences. They use the arts to celebrate where they’ve been, but more 
importantly, use the arts to create a pathway together.  

South Arts is one of the six regional arts organizations in the country. They work on behalf of 9 states: 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Tennessee. They create a platform for states to come together and address common problems and 
potential opportunities. They are committed to not just cities but rural communities. Their strategic 
goals are all about raising visibility of the arts in the south. They try to understand the needs of the 
southern communities and address challenges through the arts. They also represent the South at the 
national level so they are present for national conversations.  

Their program and funding opportunities include: grants for community engagement, cross-sector 
impact grants, staff development for organizations, Southern Prize & state fellowships, and individual 
artist career opportunity grants. South Arts has invested $330,000 in Kentucky in the past two years. 



Other programs include: Southern Circuit Dance Touring Initiative Momentum, In These Mountains, Jazz 
Road, Creative Placemaking Leadership Summit, and Arts Ready. They also offer staff development for 
organizations and have opportunities for individual artists. They had two major resilience grants in 
Kentucky: Appalshop and the Commonwealth Theatre Center. They also worked with the Kennedy 
Center to display artists from the South in their ‘Arts Across America’ series, including artists from 
Kentucky.  

The impact of COVID-19 on the arts in the South has been deep. Contrary to expectations, most of the 
southern state agencies are not experiencing budget cuts, some even receiving an increase. They’ve 
watched artists and organizations become more innovative online, but still have trouble generating 
revenue through them. Many museums and galleries are able to open but performance spaces are still 
not open. They hope the Shuttered Venues Operator Grants will help the performing arts organizations. 
More than half are projecting to reopen in July 2021. 

They are hoping to meet in June to discuss more about their opportunities with board members. Thanks 
the arts council and open to any questions anyone may have. 

Corbett: Thanks Surkamer. Asks other board members of their involvement with South Arts. 

Everett McCorvey: Always delighted to work with South Arts. The leadership they have in helping a 
young artist get started was so vital to him in his life. 

Andee Rudloff: Shares that the film series has had a huge impact for Bowling Green. 

Corbett: Asks if there are any questions.  

Cathers: Thanks Surkamer and South Arts and the huge investment for the arts in Kentucky. We are also 
excited about the Emerging Leaders of Color program with South Arts.  

Susie Surkamer: Thanks everyone. Leaves meeting.  

Corbett: Opens the floor to staff reports. 

Staff Report: Emily Moses, Executive Staff Advisor 

The arts council is receiving a $60,000 grant from the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies & Aroha 
Philanthropies through a partnership called, Leveraging State Investments in Creative Aging. The grant 
the arts council will present will be called the Arts Access Assistance Grant and will be a one-year project 
related to creative aging in Kentucky, with 10 grants that are $5,000 each, to organizations that create 
opportunities in the arts for people 65 and older. The money allows us to offer a very popular grant that 
was previously cut, AAA. The arts council will be looking for partners to help support the work and 
promote and provide opportunities for the aging population. If the Board knows of any potential 
opportunities, please reach out to her. In addition to the subgrants, we will also coordinate trainings, 
workshops and a conference called the Creative Aging Summit.  

Another grant KAC received is from the Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation for racial and cultural equity. 
The grant amount of $10,000 will provide a three-part anti-racist workshop series for arts 
administrators. These series will be developed by Mitzi Sinnott and Jennie Seaquist. To deepen the 
work, the arts council will begin an online series to introduce BIPOC artists and their work throughout 
the state. The last part of this grant will involve developing two groups, one which will be a working and 



resource group for artists of color to discuss their experience being artists in Kentucky. An advisory 
group will be created in conjunction, and board members are welcomed to suggest anyone who would 
like to be a part of that.  

Arts Week offered five days of workshops, each day with its own theme: Arts Education, Folk and 
Traditional Arts, Arts Advocacy, Nonprofit Arts Organizations, and Individual Artists.  

Overall, there were 40 presenters and artists; 16 workshops and five showcases throughout the week. 
Most presentations are available on KAC’s YouTube channel.  

Corbett: Notes the Arts Advocacy presentation and encourages members to watch them.  

Moses: The arts council also ran a social media video campaign, and we received over 100 Arts Week 
videos. Overall, Arts Week was a truly collaborative effort with everyone on the staff.  

Cathers: Thanks Emily for all her work for Arts Week. Introduces Tom for his staff report. 

Staff Report: Tom Musgrave, Communications Director 

Governor’s Awards in the Arts was presented for the first time as a virtual presentation. Thanks the 
communication team at the Cabinet that helped stitch together the collection of videos. As of March 23, 
the Governor’s Award in the Arts video has garnered more than 6,000 views and nearly 100 shares on 
Facebook. Arts Week in Kentucky received a high level of participation. Tom and Jessica Taylor, grants 
manager, captioned all videos for the deaf and hard of hearing. Shares example videos from Arts Week. 
Kentucky Writers’ Day will also have a social media video campaign throughout the month of April. KAC 
will be asking for writers to read an excerpt of their own work, which will be captioned as well.  

Corbett: Thanks again for all the work done for Arts Week. Turns it over to Tamara for her staff report. 

Staff Report: Tamara Coffey, Individual Artist and Organization Support Director 

The upcoming Kentucky Writers’ Day event will be April 23, 2021. The new Kentucky Poet Laureate is 
Crystal Wilkinson, a novelist, poet and professor of writing from Lexington. KAC is excited to be working 
with her. KAC is planning a reading with the previous poets laureate. It is all pre-recorded to avoid any 
communication issues. On Kentucky Writer’s Day, the Paul Sawyer Public Library will be hosting previous 
poets laureate.  

Corbett: Thanks Tamara for her report. Asks Chris for his report. 

Staff Report: Chris Cathers, Executive Director 

One of the first things the arts council did after our last board meeting was host an advocacy workshop 
with Kentuckians for the Arts, led by Lori Meadows. The workshop highlighted the history of reduction 
of arts funding, how to be an advocate where you live, and how to establish relationships with your 
officials. The video is available on YouTube.  

In December the arts council also had a workshop, ‘Going Virtual: Moving Work and Programming 
Online’. There were instructions on how to use Zoom tools and features, and how to get people 
comfortable using these platforms.  



The 2020 Governor’s Awards in the Arts was a great video presentation, with messages from Gov. Andy 
Beshear and Secretary Mike Berry. Notes it was great to see the variety of recipients from across the 
state. Additionally, for the Creative Industry Summit Series, the arts council hosted a webinar, Email 
Marketing and List Building for Creatives. Carla Gover, one of the Kentucky Crafted Artists, shared her 
process with fellow artists.  

Arts Week in Kentucky shared our diverse arts community that exists in the Commonwealth. Each day in 
Arts Week had a different theme hosted a variety of panel discussions including showcases and 
presentations. The arts council tied farming and agricultural practices with arts and culture through a 
discussion with the organization Black Soil: Our Better Nature. During Arts Advocacy Day there were 
presentations from Kentuckians for the Arts, the Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation, and National 
Assembly of State Arts Agencies. During Non-Profit Arts Organizations Day, the arts council partnered 
with organizations such as the Norton Center for the Arts and the Artisan Center at Berea. On the last 
day of Arts Week, KAC exhibited the work of individual artists and offered webinars like E-Commerce for 
the Arts and Branding for Creatives, in addition to artist demonstrations.  

On March 22, KAC hosted the 2020 Poetry Out Loud State Championships virtually. Allen County 
Scottsville High School Senior, Emma Robison, emerged as the winner.  

Corbett: Notes that Poetry Out Loud was successful virtually and great to see the young poets perform.  

Cathers: The Kentucky Folklife Gathering was held online March 6. Arts Council’s Folk and Traditional 
Arts Director Mark Brown was joined by Kentucky Oral History Commission Coordinator Sarah Schmitt to 
present funding opportunities in Kentucky. The arts council will continue to collaborate with folk and 
tradition bearers throughout the state. Finally, the current travelling exhibit, Native Reflections, has 
been to various host sites in Kentucky. People are also buying the exhibit artwork. The exhibit will 
continue to travel until March of next year. Finishes report. 

Corbett: Asks for an update on Kentucky Crafted Market. 

Cathers: We were unable to have a spring show but are planning to have a virtual wholesale event. We 
are trying to bridge a gap between wholesale buyers and artists for their spring and summer launch. We 
will continue to plan what the market will look like.  

Approval of Agenda and Abstentions / Final Thoughts 

Corbett: Asks if the board has any questions. Thanks again to the entire team for the work over the past 
few months. Asks the board to review the current board committees and if they can still be active 
and/or like to the join a certain committee.  

Cathers: There will be two vacancies in the Governor’s Awards in the Arts Committee.   

Corbett: Asks to approve the consent agenda and abstentions.  

Janice Turpin: Motion made. 

Rudloff: Second. 

All approve. Motion passes. 

Corbett: Asks about an in-person meeting in September 



Berry: The directive from the Finance Cabinet is the board meetings still need to be virtual for now, but 
still a possibility in September.  

Corbett: Asks about going to the Berea Artisan Centre for the board meeting in December. 

Berry: Will make sure that date will be held at the Artisan Center.  

Corbett: Turns it over to Chris for closing comments. 

Cathers: Thanks everyone for attending. Reminds the board South Arts will be attempting to have an in-
person board meeting in June. They will be visiting grantee locations during their stay and would love 
your participation. Writers’ Day is coming up April 23. The press release announcing the new Poet 
Laureate went out today. Ends report.  

Corbett: Reminds the team the council has been working with a small staff and budget but has done a 
brilliant job. Asks for a motion to adjourned. 

Nathan Mick: Motion made 

Paul Fourshee: Second 

All approve. 

Meeting is adjourned, 11:51 a.m.  

  

 

 

 


